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There is a dramatic unity in the Jesuit Relations
and Allied Documents, as they will be presented in
this series. Commencing with a report of the first
conversion of savages in New France, in 1610, by a
secular priest, and soon drifting into the records of
Jesuit missionary effort, they touch upon practically
every important enterprise of the Jesuits, in Canada
and Louisiana, from the coming of Fathers Biard
and Massé, in 1611, to the death, in the closing
decade of the eighteenth century, of Father Well,
‘“ the last Jesuit of Montreal.”’

I. The series fitly opens with Lescarbot’s ZLa
Conversion des Sawvvages. Marc Lescarbot, a Paris
lawyer, a Huguenot poet as well as historian, and in
many respects a picturesque character in the early
scenes of our drama, adroitly seeks in this document
to convince the Catholic Queen of France that his
Huguenot patrons, De Monts and Poutrincourt, are
so wisely ordering affairs in their New World domain
that not only will the glory of France be enhanced,
but the natives be won to Christ through the medium
of the Church; for it was part of the agreement
entered into with the Crown, by these adventurers,
that while their colonists should be permitted to have
Huguenot ministers, the aborigines must be con-
verted only by Catholic priests. To this end, Lescar-



